TOWNSHIP BOARD
EVERGREEN TOWNSHIP
MONTCALM COUNTY, MICHIGAN

(Ordinance No. 2026-01)

At a regular meeting of the Township Board for Evergreen Township held at the Township Hall
on June 10, 2026, and commencing at 7:00 p.m., the following ordinance was offered for adoption
by Township Board Member Q€ ¢ninoe. and was seconded by Township Board Member
Wevnizcimav) -

AN ORDINANCE TO IMPOSE A MORATORIUM ON COMMERCIAL
ENERGY STORAGE FACILITIES AND DATA CENTERS

THE TOWNSHIP OF EVERGREEN (the “Township™) Ordains:

Section 1. Legislative Findings.

A. The Township Board finds that it is necessary to study and review whether activities
related to the construction, operation, and decommissioning of commercial energy
storage facilities and data centers may have negative impacts on the environment, water
availability, utilities and public infrastructure, public health, public safety, and the
public welfare.

B. The Township Board further finds that it is necessary to study and review whether the
local regulation of activities related to the construction, operation, and
decommissioning of commercial energy storage facilities and data centers is necessary
to mitigate negative impacts on the environment, water availability, utilities and public
infrastructure, public health, public safety, and the public welfare

C. The Township Board further finds that the time to conduct necessary studies and
reviews and to develop and enact necessary local regulations may take up to 18 months.

D. The Township Board further finds that it is necessary to establish temporary moratoria
so that the Township Board may conduct necessary studies and reviews and develop
and enact necessary legislation regarding activities related to the construction,
operation, and decommissioning of commercial energy storage facilities and data
centers.

Section 2. Definitions.

A. “Commercial energy storage facility” means a system that absorbs, stores, and discharges
electricity for the primary purpose of distribution to the electric grid. A commercial energ
storage facility may be located on more than one parcel, including noncontiguous parcels,
but shares a single point of interconnection to the grid. This term excludes fossil fuel
storage and power-to-gas storage that directly uses fossil fuel inputs.
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B. “Data Center” means any facility whose primary purpose is the centralized storage,
processing, management, or dissemination of digital data, information, or applications.
The facility may be a free-standing structure or a facility within a larger structure. This
term includes but is not limited to server farms, cloud computing hubs, colocation
centers, and telecommunication switching hubs.

Section 3. Moratoria.

A. A moratorium is hereby imposed on the construction and operation of any commercial
energy storage facility.

B. A moratorium is hereby imposed on the construction and operation of any data center.

Section 4. Duration.

A. The moratoria imposed under section 3 shall commence upon the effective date of this
ordinance and continue for 365 days following the effective date of this ordinance.

B. Notwithstanding subsection A, the Township Board may, via resolution, extend the term
of the moratoria imposed under section 3 for an additional 180 days. Such extension shall
be effective upon publication of notice of the extension in a newspaper of general
circulation within the Township or at such later date after publication as may be specified
in the resolution.

Section 5. Penalties and Enforcement.

A. Any person who violates this ordinance shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction
and shall be subject to a civil fine of not less than $10,000 and not more than $20.000 in
addition to any costs permitted by law. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute
a separate offense.

B. The township supervisor shall be responsible for the administration and enforcement of
this ordinance. The township supervisor is designated as an authorized local official and is
authorized to issue municipal civil infraction citations and take all other actions necessary
to enforce, interpret, and administer this ordinance. Any act or function authorized to be
carried out by the township supervisor may be carried out by a deputy or designee of the
township supervisor and reference to the township supervisor in this ordinance shall
include the deputy or designee of the township supervisor.

Section 6. Severability.

A. The provisions of this ordinance are severable. If this ordinance or any portion of this
ordinance is declared void, illegal, or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction,
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such section or provision shall cease to be a part of this ordinance, and the remainder of
this ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 7. Effective Date.

A. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days following its publication in the manner
required by law.

The vote regarding the adoption of this ordinance was as follows:

vEas:_RoSs  Greenhoe Covntain, Beintzelman, Bake
NAYS: % i
ABSENT/ABSTAIN:  _&

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.

e

Andy Ross, Township Supervisor

Cle i

hip Clerk

reenhoe, Towns

Kelli

CERTIFICATION

I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an ordinance adopted by the Evergreen Township
Board at the date, time, and place specified above pursuant to the required statutory procedures.

Respectfully submitted,

@é& M & (leade
Kelli reenhoe,’ Township Clerk
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